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May-August 2007
EXHIBITIONS Se‡n McSweeny I Gerard Byrne I Jack B.Yeats

MUSIC Murcof I Mozart I Chequerboard
COMEDY Andrew Maxwell I David OÕDoherty I Joe Rooney 

FILM The Lavender Ladies
TALKS Dr. Roisin Kennedy I Brian Fallon
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model:: visual
Se‡n McSweeney Ð Retrospective 
26 May Ð 15 July
This summer the Model will host a retrospective exhibition of one
of this country’s best loved artists - Seán McSweeney.  Though he
was born in Dublin, Sligo has been McSweeney’s adopted home
for many years, and he draws great inspiration from the beauty of
its landscape.  Indeed he has acknowledged the “inexhaustible
fund of inspiration” available to him in the boglands and shorelines
of Sligo.  His work reveals a fascination with the changing nature
of the light on the mountains, the sea and the boglands, and he
seems most at home in the miniature world of brackish pools, the
shoreline, wild flowers and the reflection of the light upon the sea.
This retrospective exhibition will feature work from every period of
Sean’s career and will be a wonderful opportunity to experience
many of his early works which have not been seen in public
previously.  The exhibition will be accompanied by a fully illustrated
catalogue with essays by Brian Fallon and Declan Long

This exhibition was produced in collaboration with Triskel, Cork and Solstice, Navan and is a research
partner in the Arts Council touring experiment

Gerard Byrne
28 July Ð 23 September
This major solo exhibition by Gerard Byrne will
allow visitors to experience the work one of
Ireland’s leading contemporary artists. Byrne's
art practice utilises video and photography to
question the ways in which images are
constructed, transmitted and mediated. His
work examines the modes and conventions of
image-making and analyses the mechanics of
representation itself. Influenced by literature
and theatre, Byrne's work consistently
references a range of sources, from popular
magazines of the recent past to iconic
modernist playwrights and philosophers like
Brecht, Beckett, and Sartre. Byrne has been
selected to represent Ireland at the 52nd Venice
Biennale opening in June 2007 and this show will
feature new works recently completed for Venice. Older works and documentation of site-specific
projects will also be on view. 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue with essays by Mark Godfry and
Catherine Wood
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Fields Along the Kings River, 1968, oil on canvas  
Seán McSweeny

Gerard Byrne, 1984 and Beyond, 2005 – 2006, 3 single channel dvd on lcd
screen, set of 20 black and white photographs

Cover: Seán McSweeny, Early Moring Trá Bhuí,1986, oil on canvas 

Admission to all exhibitions is free

TAYLOR GALLERY
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Niland Galleries  
8 May Ð 2 September
Jack B Yeats Ð A Thought of Sligo 
2007 marks the fifthieth anniversary of the death of Jack B Yeats, one of Ireland’s most
important twentieth century painters.  To mark the occasion an exhibition featuring a
selection of  Yeats’ work from the Niland Collection will be on view through-out the
summer months.  Yeats was raised in Sligo and was deeply influenced by the landscape
and the characters he encountered here in his formative years.  So great was the impact
of Sligo on the painter that he once declared that he had never created a painting
without it having in it ‘a thought of Sligo’. This show will feature works from every phase 
of his career from early pen and ink illustrations to later period expressionist oils

Landscapes of the West
This is a small show of landscapes of the west of Ireland from the Niland Collection.  It features some
of Ireland’s most renowned artists of the twentieth century such as Paul Henry, Sean Keating, Charles
Lamb and Gerard Dillon

ArtistÕs Talks 
Sat 26 May I 3.00 pm I Free
The Impact of the West of Ireland on Landscape Painting
A keynote lecture from Dr. Roisin Kennedy, Yeats Curator at the National Gallery of Ireland, followed 
by a roundtable discussion looking at the impact of the landscape of the west of Ireland on landscape
painting.

Gerard Byrne in conversation
Sat 28 July I 4.30 pm I Free

CuratorsÕ Tours
The Model’s curators lead informal tours of the contemporary exhibitions and Niland Galleries on
Wednesday lunchtimes. Booking is necessary for groups while individuals may just turn up on the day

Se‡n McSweeney 
Sat 26 May 4.30 pm I Wed 30 May 1.30 pm I Wed 20 June 1.30 pm

Gerard Byrne
Wed 15 August 1.30 pm

Niland Galleries
Wed 16 May 1.30 pm I Wed 4 July 1.30 pm

All Artists Talks are free of charge but booking is advisable
Contact the Front Desk on 071 914 1405 or through reception@modelart.ie for booking.

All Visual Events are free of charge but booking is advisable  

visual::events

model:: visual

m
o

d
el

::
vi

su
al

Jack B Yeats, 
Red Hanrahan’s Vision
watercolour  
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model::educat ion

For more details on the adult programme contact marielouise@modelart.ie or tel: 071 91 41405

all programmes are free unless stated

artTrap
Every Sunday I 12.30 Ð 1.30 pm I Free
artTrap is a family programme that draws its inspiration from the
Niland Collection and the contemporary exhibitions. With a panel of
experienced artists, working in different artistic mediums, it’s fresh,
imaginative and fun. Using drama, music, art and story-telling no
week is ever the same.  Join in the fun and get lost in the world of
art and magic. No booking necessary but places are limited so
arrive early to avoid disappointment.
Supported by the Atrium CafŽ.

young model
young model is live on
www.myspace.com/sligoyoungmodel
If you want see what the group has got up to over the last 7
months check it out.  Become a friend and contribute your
opinions on art, film and contemporary music and what ever else
gets thrown into the chat.  Upcoming young model events will be
flagged here also. 

Adult
Summer Drawing Sessions 
Saturdays I 21 Apr Ð 23 June I 2.30-5.00 pm I ¤150 
A series of drawing sessions led by a group of artists and practitioners who have attended previous
drawing workshops at the Model. Working with a life model, the workshops focus on drawing in the
context of contemporary art practice, where participants can freely explore their own ideas within a
collaborative context.  To join the drawing group, contact reception@modelart.ie
Open to all levels of experience. 

National Drawing Day 
Saturday 26 May all day
The Gallery invites adults and children for a free day of drawing. Paper, clipboards and pencils will be
provided at reception and a workbook looking at the Niland collection will also be available for you to
work from.  If you are bringing your own materials please do not use charcoal, chalks or any wet
materials in the galleries.  This event is in association with the National Gallery of Ireland Drawing Day
which will see a whole host of organisations around the country taking part.
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model::educat ion

For more details and to book contact reception@modelart.ie or tel: 071 91 41405
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ChildrenÕs Summer Workshops
7-10 yrs | 3, 4, 5, 6, July | 10.30am - 1.00pm
11-13 yrs | 10, 11, 12, 13, July  | 10.30am - 1.00pm
Sean McSweeney, one of Ireland’s leading Irish landscape painters invites you to explore his work on
exhibition this summer in the contemporary galleries. Join environmental artist Jessica Reid and local
artist Heidi Wickham for a week of creative fun, and explore your own landscape through painting,
drawing and other mediums. 

Bealtaine 2007
The Model is delighted to offer a series of events as part of the Bealtaine Festival 2007. Now in its
twelfth year this popular arts festival celebrates creativity in older age. 

Guided Tours - Niland Galleries | 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29 May
Tours of the Niland Collection, focusing on the paintings, drawings, illustrations and portraits of both
father and son, John and Jack B Yeats.

Guided Tours - Se‡n McSweeny | 29, 31 May
Tour of the major retrospective of the work of internationally renowned Sligo-based painter Seán
McSweeney.  McSweeney lives in north Sligo and his paintings focus on the landscape and unique
light of the region.

Film | Ladies in Lavender
22 May | 2.30pm | Free
Set in 1936, Ladies in Lavender is the charming and sweetly
melancholic story about two ageing sisters whose peaceable
Cornwall existence is disrupted when they take a young man
into their care... and their hearts. 
In association with Sligo Film Society.

Artist Forum
Open to all practicing artists.  Artist Forum addresses the challenges of art-making and aims to
stimulate thinking in relation to key critical approaches to art practice.  The forum will involve a series
of talks, discussion and debate and is an opportunity to contextualise your practice within current
culture.

Guided Tours
In addition to the scheduled cuator's tour (see Visual pages)the Model offers free guided tours of
both the Niland Collection and current contemporary exhibitions.  Groups are asked to book in
advance for these tours.  During term time the Model also runs Primary School tours every
Tuesday and Secondary School tours every Thursday

In all cases you are advised to allow a minium one weeks notice in booking your visit. 
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model::music
Tickets for all events can be purchased in advance from the Model Box
Office or Third Wave Music, Sligo. Call in during opening hours, phone
071 914 1405 or email tickets@modelart.ie.  
Credit/ Laser Cards accepted at both ticket points

A Summer’s Eve of Classical Music for Chamber
Orchestra  
Sat 18 August | 8.00 pm | ¤15/12
Sligo Early Music Ensemble presented an all-Mozart programme in the summer of 2006 with soloists
Niamh Crowley and Aileen Cahill to considerable popular acclaim. This summer they will perform
another programme of classic orchestral music including works by Mozart and Haydn accompanied
by local and international guest soloists.

Murcof with Chequerboard  
Sat 28 July  | 9 pm | ¤18/15
Hailing from Tijuana, Mexico, Fernando Corona's musical background runs the gamut from acoustic
rock to experimental multimedia. As Murcof, he creates some of the most captivating music being
made today, in any genre. A phase of composing for dance ensembles led him to develop a taste for
20th century classical music, particularly the emotional music of eastern european composers like
Henryk Gorecki and Arvo Pärt.  This resulted in his seminal 2002 release Martes which was followed
up in 2005 with the extraordinary Remembranza; a sublime album of great texture and depth.
Model music fellow, and Month of Sundays performer, Chequerboard is a Dublin born
guitarist/producer who creates sublime soundscapes that fuse found sounds, electronica and
spanish style acoustic guitar to make the most beautiful  and evocative melodies. He released his
debut album Gothica in 2002 through Reverb Records (US) and the follow up E.P. Dictaphone
Showreels in 2005 through Lazybird

…emerging music…
The Model is looking for locally based (sligo.leitrim) emerging musicians and producers to
form a peer led support group to occasionally meet and discuss their work. The Model
can offer space to meet, advice on funding opportunities and alternative supports, as
identified by the group, to advance music making in the northwest.  If you think you might
be interested email aoifeflynn@modelart.ie.  This is an open call and all practicing
musicians in all genres are invited to get in touch with ideas for what is most
needed/useful to them.
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For more details and booking visit www.modelart.ie or tel: 071 91 41405
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Fri 11 May I 8.30pm I ¤15/12
MC John Colleary presents PJ Gallagher 
with John Lynn
PJ Gallagher is fast becoming one of Ireland’s best-loved comedians following the
huge success of his role as Jake Stevens in the award winning, hilarious and
sometimes outrageous hit TV show Naked Camera. With appearances on both
The Miriam Callaghan and Tubridy show, you can expect to see a lot more of this
brilliant, energetic young comic

Fri 08 June I 8.30pm I ¤15/12
MC John Colleary presents Andrew Maxwell 
with Bernard OÕShea
Winner of Channel 4’s Big Brother style Kings of Comedy, and a regular on RTE’s
The Panel, Andrew Maxwell is the cheeky one who gets all the laughs.  A raucous
laddish Irishman with a top-notch set, Maxwell injects life into any comedy night
with his riotous and well-observed set. He thinks on his feet, and regularly updates
his material, ensuring this bright young comic definitely comes recommended. 

Fri 13 July I 8.30pm I ¤15/12
MC John Colleary presents David OÕDoherty 
with Jarlath Regan
Our favourite purveyor of low-key musical whimsy David O’Doherty is best known
for his 80’s style Yamaha keyboard action and his side-splitting stories. Last year
he recorded his first CD Giggle Me Timbers at home in his flat in front of 35 people
and his first television series The Modest Adventures of David O’Doherty will be
transmitted on RTE later this year. An Edinburgh hero year after year he was
nominated for an eddie (formerly perrier) award for his 2006 show “David
O’Doherty is my name”. Returning there with a new show in August this is a great
opportunity to check out the new material before he goes.

Fri 10 August I 8.30pm I ¤15/12
MC John Colleary presents Joe Rooney 
with support tbc
Joe Rooney is one of Ireland best known and loved comedy legends. From The
Quacksquad to the Hairy Bowsies, from Further Ted to Father Ted, from Fergus
Scully to Killinascully Joe is a multi talented and fearless performer who has taken
to the stage and screen under a myriad of guises over the years. He is probably at
his hilarious best when standing on a stage with a mic and a three to five string
guitar.

For more details and booking visit www.modelart.ie or tel: 071 91 41405
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See www.modelart.ie or ask at the front desk for more information

model::redevelopm ent

The Model is redeveloping
If you’ve visited the Model, or our website, in the last few months you’ll have noticed details of our
upcoming redevelopment project.  The Model, in partnership with Sligo County Council, are about to
enter an exciting new phase of growth for the centre that will include the expansion of the Model to
meet and integrate with Sligo’s spectacular new Cultural Quarter.

The Cultural Quarter for Sligo will include the future Model, a new high spec Sligo Museum and a
public pedestrian plaza linking the two buildings. 

The Model has successfully met the increased local appetite for high level cultural programmes and
has reached the point at which the building needs to develop in order to meet its future needs and
the needs of its growing audiences. We’ve developed dramatically over the last six years with our
visitor figures having almost doubled since opening in 2001, from 36,000 to over 65,000 Irish and
International visitors each year.

This exctiing redevelopment will allow us to meet our future ambitions, while fully catering to our
growing audience. In addition to much needed storage space for the collection, the key
improvements it will allow us to make to the Model include:

• Increased and improved gallery space that will create a single coherent gallery circuit on the 
first floor linking the existing Niland and Contemporary Galleries

• A purpose built performance space with a high technical specification to resolve current issues 
with sound proofing and heating

• A new fa• ade and entrance facing onto the new Cultural Quarter 

• A new reception, bookshop and information area to improve the visitor experience 

• A purpose built studio suite that will include seven high quality studio spaces, a recording 
studio, a multi media suite and a residential studio for visiting national/international artists 

• A doubling of education facilities allowing for both practical and discussion/seminar/multimedia 
work spaces

• A new ÔdestinationÕ restaurant
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‘The proposed new gallery spaces at the
Model Arts and Niland Gallery will be one of
the best gallery spaces in Ireland. The
circuit of galleries created by the
redevelopment will give greater scope to
artists to create a unique controlled
environment for their work and the visitor
experience.’ Grace Weir, Artist

The future model is being designed by award winning Architects + Urban Planners
Sheridan Woods, and work will begin on the external site in July, with building works
beginning in January 2008.  Although we will remain active programmers next year the
Model buliding will be closed from January to facilitate the building works, re-opening
in Spring 2009.

More detailed information and plans are available from our website and through info
sheets at the front desk, but we will also keep you informed thorugh our website and
our Model publications throughout the whole process.

If you would like to support this development please contact Caroline Clancy via email
caroline@modelart.ie for more details.
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See www.modelart.ie or ask at the front desk for more information
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For more details and booking visit www.modelart.ie or tel: 071 91 41405

Atrium CafŽ
The Award Winning Atrium Café is run by Eurotoque
chef Brid Torrades and has been recommended by the
Georgina Campbell and Bridgestone Guides as well as
being named as one of Tom Doorleys’  Top 100
Restaurants of Ireland.

The Atrium serves fresh and inventive food 6 days a
week culminating in an outstanding Brunch on
Sundays.  The rest of the week you can pop in for tasty
breakfasts, fresh lunches and delicious desserts from
10am – 4.30pm.

FREE WIFI HOTSPOT
The Model and the Atrium Café, in conjunction with
Fastcom broadband, have provided a free wireless
hotspot in the Atrium café area.  

Model Shop
Don’t forget to visit the Model Shop when you are next in the Centre.  It stocks an attractive range of
souvenir postcards from the Niland Collection, with images from Jack B. Yeats and Paul Henry, along
with several souvenir catalogues from the Collection’s Yeats’ works.

The Shop has an array of Contemporary Catalogues drawn from previous exhibitions at the Model,
including landmark publications from Patrick Hall, Maude Cotter and Patti Smith among others.  Look
out for our current sale where you can purchase 5 selected catalogues for ¤10

We also stock an exclusive range of contemporary cultural publications including specialist visual art
publications CIRCA, Irish Arts Review, Printed Project, Art Forum, Frieze and local art magazine
Prototype.  This is complimented by specialist music magazines Foggy Notions and The JMI,
Architecture Ireland, Irish Theatre Magazine and many others. 

Gift Vouchers are available.
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Support the Model
Your support is vital part of the success of the
Model. We receive invaluable core funding from
The Arts Council and the Sligo Borough and
County Councils but we need additional funding
to deliver our ambitious programme. There are a
number of ways that you can become involved
whether it is through the benefits of our
membership programme or the sponsorship and
business opportunities we offer corporate
partners. Call Aoife on 071 914 1405 for more
details.

Model Friends
As a model friend you are supporting us, the
community and the arts as a whole. For as little
as 60 a year you will not only receive great
benefits like guided tours or complimentary
tickets, but you will also contribute to the
important activities of this landmark centre. You
can pick up al leaflet at the Front Desk or ask us
for more details.

Model Hire
If you have a special occasion coming up, or want to hold your next corporate event in a unique
venue why not talk to us? Most of our spaces are available for hire, from our Black Box Theatre to
the elegant Atrium space. The Atrium Café can cater to your hospitality needs and we provide
extensive technological support. So whether it’s for a seminar, a launch, a speech or a private party,
call or email alexis@modelart.ie for more details  

Forthcoming Programme
The Autumn season at the Model will focus on music and film with a series of both
curated in response to the upcoming Andy Warhol; The Silver Factory 1963-1968
exhibition which runs from October – December 2007.  Co-produced with the Andy
Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh and presented in collaboration with The Lewis Glucksman
Gallery, Cork and Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, it will focus on the Silver Factory as a centre
of art production and will bring some of the most important works emerging from the
studio during that time to Ireland. Works that define our image of New York in the 1960’s
and include by now iconic figures such as Nico, Merce Cunningham, Edie Sedgwick and
the Velvet Underground. This will be a rare opportunity to experience the breadth of work
across multiple art forms that was created by one of the 20th centuries most provocative
and ground breaking artists.

The Sligo Festival of Baroque Music returns for it’s 12th year with a magnificent
programme of early classical music from October 26th – 29th
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For more details and booking visit www.modelart.ie or tel: 071 91 41405
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visit  us

OPENING HOURS
Tuesday – Saturday 
10.00am – 5.30pm

Sundays 
11.00am – 4.00pm
Closed Mondays

GETTING HERE
Coming from Dublin/Galway follow the N4 onto the Sligo ring road and through several sets
of traffic lights until you cross a bridge. Take the right turn to cross the bridge onto Markievicz
Rd, (signposted for the Town Centre) keeping the awter on your right hand side. Follow the
one-way system by taking a left onto Connaghton Road.  Take the second right onto Lake
Isle Road, then left at the crossroads onto The Mall.  The Model is 500 meters up The Mall
on your left hand side

There are complimentary parking facilities at rear of building.  These are accessed by taking a
left from The Mall, just before the building, where indicated.  We are beginning our
redevlopment work from early July which is likley to affect the parking area so please call
ahead or check our website for up to date availability on parking.  There are also disc parking
spaces, opposite the building, on The Mall.

The Model is Wheelchair accessible.  There is dedicated parking at the side of the building
(also reached through the driveway) from which there is ramped access to the main entrance.
During July please check with us in advance to confirm any changes to access casued by
construction work.

ADMISSION AND BOOKINGS
Admission to all exhibitions is free
Tickets for performances may be purchased at reception or through tickets@modelart.ie

CONTACT US
Call to reception during opening hours at:
The Mall, Sligo
Phone: 071- 9141405 Fax: 0719143694
Email:  info@modelart.ie www.modelart.ie

Dublin
Galway

Donegal

design: martin corr
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